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YouTube	link	for	mobile	viewingFirst	things	first:	I	know	the	video	says	iDevices.	Obviously	I	didn't	make	it,	but	it's	gorgeous	and	really	captures	the	game	experience	better	than	any	video	I	could	do.	With	that	out	of	the	way,	know	this:	Emissary	of	War	is	one	of	the	best	games	on	Android	right	now	and	probably	the	best	game	in	its	genre	right
now.Emissary	of	War	is	epic.	It	takes	the	feeling	or	idea	of	a	console	or	PC	game	and	puts	it	on	Android	for	us	to	enjoy.	The	first	thing	I	immediately	thought	of	when	I	saw	the	environments	was	World	of	Warcraft.	Nerdy,	I	know,	but	that's	what	the	open	world	and	graphics	and	textures	all	reminded	me	of.	It	also	kind	of	reminds	me	of	say,	Diablo,
since	you're	walking	around,	fighting	bad	guys,	and	adding	skills	to	your	repertoire	as	you	go	along.	Like	I	said,	it's	epic.The	story	has	got	to	be	one	of	the	best	I've	seen	on	Android,	too.	If	someone	decided	to	blow	this	out	into	an	entire	game,	I	wouldn't	be	surprised,	and	I	hope	more	chapters	are	coming	(eventually).	You	are	Ghent,	barbarian	on	a
task	to	do	some	barbarian	things	and	fight	a	bunch	of	bad	guys	along	the	way.	Your	companion	is	the	trusty	Hassock,	a	nice,	bald-headed	alchemist	who	gives	you	support	via	potions	and	has	a	bit	of	an	issue	with	balance	(he	trips	often).Go	from	chapter-to-chapter,	slaying	baddies,	picking	up	gold	and	runes,	and	upgrading	your	arsenal.	There's	an
entire	shop	that	has	weapons	for	Ghent,	potions	for	Hassock,	and	a	slew	of	status	upgrades	for	both	of	them.	It's	entirely	up	to	you	how	you	spend	them,	which	is	such	an	awesome	thing.Controls	are	all	done	via	pointing.	Tap	a	place	on	the	screen,	Ghent	walks	there	and	Hassock	follows	him.	That's	it.	Tap	on	a	bad	guy	to	attack	him.	You	can	also
control	Hassock's	potion	queue	by	picking	what	order	he'll	throw	things	in.	Ghent	also	has	a	sweet	rage	move	he	can	use	when	his	rage	meter	gets	filled	up.	Depending	on	what	sword	he's	got	equipped	will	affect	what	rage	move	he	does,	though.Graphically,	I'm	pretty	blown	away.	There's	real	character	models	here	and	unique	characters	actually
look	special	and	unique.	The	legions	of	bad	guys	you	take	down	all	have	the	same	face,	but	I	wouldn't	expect	things	to	get	that	detailed.	This	game	looks	great,	though.	Environments,	weapons,	potions,	everything.	It's	really	a	marvel	to	see	something	like	this	on	Android.Performance-wise,	the	only	time	my	Thrive	even	remotely	stuttered	is	when	there
were	15+	enemies	on	the	screen	and	I	was	using	a	rage	attack	that	hit	everyone.	Otherwise,	this	game	runs	well.	There's	no	stutter,	there's	no	lag.Emissary	of	War	is	$1.	Go	and	buy	it,	trust	me.	I	think	the	entire	story	took	me	a	couple	of	hours,	but	it	was	awesome.	There	were	twists,	there	were	turns.	It's	entirely	voice	acted,	for	cryin'	out	loud.	This
is	truly	a	gem	of	a	game	and	anyone	who	even	remotely	cares	about	Android	gaming	owes	it	to	themselves	to	play	it.We've	got	download	links	after	the	break.	To	celebrate	the	release	of	Rogue	One:	A	Star	Wars	Story,	we're	giving	away	nine	Star	Wars	digital	back	issues...	for	FREE.		Simply	download	the	apps	below	on	your	iPhone	or	iPad,	enter	the
voucher	code	and	enjoy!		To	redeem	your	FREE	issue(s):	Step	1:	Click	on	the	issues	below	to	download	the	appStep	2:	Open	the	app,	tap	'Help'	then	'How	do	I	redeem	my	reward'Step	3:	Enter	the	voucher	code:	ROGUEONE3D	World	204	(opens	in	new	tab)ImagineFX	129	(opens	in	new	tab)Games	Master	301		(opens	in	new	tab)SFX	281		(opens	in
new	tab)XBOX	128		(opens	in	new	tab)Total	Film	240		(opens	in	new	tab)Playstation	116		(opens	in	new	tab)PC	Gamer	279		(opens	in	new	tab)Edge	286		(opens	in	new	tab)Terms	&	Conditions:	Offer	ends	31st	Jan	2017.	This	offer	is	available	for	Apple	devices	only.	Thank	you	for	reading	5	articles	this	month*	Join	now	for	unlimited	accessEnjoy	your
first	month	for	just	£1	/	$1	/	€1	*Read	5	free	articles	per	month	without	a	subscription	Join	now	for	unlimited	accessTry	first	month	for	just	£1	/	$1	/	€1	The	day	has	finally	come	for	Lord	of	the	Rings	fans	to	taste	some	of	the	hack'n'slash	goodness	that	publisher	Warner	Bros.	promises	to	offer	them	through	its	latest	mobile	title	–	Middle-earth:	Shadow
of	War.Soft-launched	a	few	months	ago,	the	game	is	now	available	for	free	via	App	Store	and	Google	Play.	Unfortunately,	many	of	those	tried	Shadow	of	War	are	disappointed	by	the	in-app	purchase	system	adopted	by	Warner	Bros.Although	the	game	sits	at	a	solid	4.2/5.0	rating	on	Google	Play	Store,	the	most	recent	reviews	accuse	the	publisher	of
making	a	great	RPG	with	nice	graphics	and	solid	gameplay,	but	with	an	extremely	bad	implemented	in-app	purchase	system.	The	progression	is	slow	and	locked	behind	a	paywall,	as	you're	required	to	spend	money	if	you	don't	get	lucky	while	grinding.	New	characters	are	hard	to	unlock	and	there's	also	an	energy	system	in	place	that	doesn't	allow	you
to	take	too	many	actions	daily	unless	you	pay.Well,	at	least	it's	free	and	you	can	try	it	for	yourself.	Not	to	mention	that	the	PC	and	console	versions	of	Middle-earth:	Shadow	of	War	will	be	launched	on	October	10.	source:	App	Store,	Google	Play	Mozilla	Firefox	4	is	off	to	a	good	start	with	nearly	6	million	downloads	about	24	hours	after	the	new	browser
officially	launched,	according	to	a	Mozilla	site	that	tracks	Firefox	4	downloads.	The	number	puts	to	shame	Microsoft’s	recent	boast	that	Internet	Explorer	received	2.35	million	downloads	within	its	first	day	of	availability.	Regardless	of	the	initial	download	numbers,	it’s	pretty	clear	the	browser	wars	are	becoming	more	intense	as	each	browser	maker
tries	to	one-up	the	other,	and	it’s	not	over	yet.	Firefox	4,	IE9	and	Chrome	10	may	be	available	now,	but	there’s	more	good	stuff	for	browser	fans	in	the	coming	months.	Firefox	4	and	the	future	Firefox	4	has	a	lot	of	great	new	features	such	as	a	simplified	interface	featuring	the	new	orange	Firefox	button	(Windows	only),	pinned	tabs	for	easy	access	to
Web	apps,	tracking	protection,	and	sync	for	bookmarks,	history	and	passwords.	There’s	also	a	new	feature	called	Panorama	that	helps	you	organize	your	open	tabs	into	groups.	But	that’s	just	for	the	present,	Mozilla	also	has	big	plans	for	the	future	and	hopes	to	release	Firefox	5,	6,	and	7	before	December	31,	according	to	Mozilla’s	roadmap.	New
features	slated	for	future	versions	of	Firefox	include	an	account	manager	to	let	multiple	users	sign	in	to	Firefox	using	different	profiles,	a	64-bit	version	for	Windows	and	something	called	“Simple	Sharing”	that	appears	to	be	a	feature	that	lets	you	easily	share	content	on	social	networks.	Internet	Explorer	9	It’s	a	little	too	early	to	be	talking	about	IE
10,	but	IE9	is	well	worth	a	look	for	Windows	users.	The	new	browser	lets	you	pin	Websites	to	your	taskbar	in	Windows	Vista	and	Windows	7	and	dynamic	jumplists	(Windows	7)	for	quick	access	to	specific	sections	of	a	Website.	You	can	also	try	out	the	browser’s	new	tracking	protection	feature	and	IE9	features	extensive	HTML	5	support.	Opera	11	On
Speed	Dial	Opera’s	recently	launched	its	first	beta	for	Opera	11.	The	browser	is	sporting	improved	thumbnail	previews	in	Speed	Dial	that	can	show	live	content,	integrated	Adobe	Flash	plug-in	support,	simplified	overall	design	and	expanded	HTML	5	and	CSS	3	support.	Chrome	11	Speaks	Google	unveiled	a	new	Chrome	icon	Monday	and	then	on
Tuesday	the	search	giant	unleashed	Chrome	11	beta.	The	most	interesting	feature	in	the	beta	version	is	support	for	a	new	HTML	5	speech	input	feature	that	will	let	Web	developers	include	speech-to-text	functionality	in	their	Websites.	There’s	not	much	you	can	do	with	Chrome’s	new	feature	yet,	but	if	you	want	to	give	it	a	try,	you	can	check	out
Google’s	speech-to-text	test	page	here.	You	can	already	use	speech-to-text	input	with	Google’s	mobile	apps	for	Android	and	iOS.	It	will	be	interesting	to	see	if	speech-to-text	comes	to	the	Web	versions	of	Google.com	in	the	coming	months.	Connect	with	Ian	Paul	(	@ianpaul	)	and	Today@PCWorld	on	Twitter	for	the	latest	tech	news	and	analysis.	INQ	has
enjoyed	modest	success	in	the	mobile	phone	market,	firstly	as	the	manufacturer	of	the	early	'Skype	phones'	and	more	recently	the	Android-powered	INQ	Cloud	Touch.The	latter	smartphone	featured	an	innovative	UI	on	top	of	the	normal	Android	OS,	and	was	considered	the	main	selling	point	of	the	device	-	but	last	month	INQ	took	the	curious	step	of
releasing	its	interface	to	the	Android	market	for	free.The	interface	basically	takes	the	normal	Facebook	app	for	Android,	splits	it	into	separate	parts	(such	as	People,	Events	and	Notifications)	and	also	comes	with	a	full	screen	widget	to	show	you	pictures	and	statuses	together	in	a	constantly	updating	scrolling	window.We	spoke	to	recently	departed
CEO	Frank	Meehan	to	see	why	the	move	was	made	and	how	the	company	intended	to	market	its	phones	with	the	coolest	function	now	available	for	free	to	whoever	wanted	to	download	it	and	whether	the	recent	patent	wars	over	the	legality	of	Android	have	had	an	effect."The	decision	was	made	in	November	to	release	our	software	to	the	market,	so
we'll	start	to	see	the	fruits	of	that	in	the	second	half	of	the	year.	But	remember,	there	are	billions	of	phones	out	there,	so	we're	not	going	to	[cannibalise	sales	of	the	INQ	Cloud	Touch]."With	a	base	of	software	a	company	can	do	a	lot,	it	can	help	to	go	out	and	help	get	a	good	base	of	users	to	get	to	know	the	INQ	brand."Software	firstMeehan	suggests
that	INQ's	approach	-	to	bring	software	that	offers	more	visually	arresting	information	rather	than	the	current	sea	of	icons	-	will	help	differentiate	the	brand	in	a	way	the	handsets	never	could:"We	do	take	our	time	with	our	handsets	-	probably	a	little	too	much	time.	While	we're	continuing	to	look	at	releasing	devices,	we're	also	looking	at	using	those
handsets	to	test	things	to	get	a	totally	integrated	experience	for	customers,	so	we've	got	a	lot	of	people	working	on	software."The	INQ	Cloud	Touch	was	our	first	Android	and	we	developed	a	lot	of	cool	software	on	it.	We	don't	want	to	constrain	ourselves	to	handsets	-	over	the	next	couple	of	years	our	guys	are	going	to	be	working	hard	on	software	too,
as	we	think	this	can	bring	more	recognition."It's	an	alternative	notion	to	try	and	become	a	company	that	jumps	from	being	a	small-scale	handset	manufacturer	to	a	provider	of	software	-	especially	one	that	currently	offers	its	platform	for	free	and	without	adverts.Nothing	comes	for	freeSoftware	that	comes	for	free	and	increases	functionality	either	is
the	work	of	solo	developers	that	just	create	things	for	fun,	or	big	brands	looking	to	supplement	hardware	-	so	why	would	a	smaller	firm,	one	that's	spent	many	man	hours	to	create	the	software	overlay	as	well	as	a	firm,	look	to	release	it	with	no	return	on	the	investment?"At	this	stage	too	few	people	are	buying	anything	on	Android	-	so	at	this	point
we're	looking	at	working	with	software,	although	we	are	looking	at	monetising	it	in	the	future,"	admits	Meehan."To	be	honest,	we're	just	trying	to	get	it	out	there	as	there	are	a	lot	of	opportunities	[in	the	software	space],	and	we've	got	big	plans	to	bring	a	more	visual	experience	to	apps	above	and	beyond	Facebook."We've	got	a	lot	to	do	around	brand
recognition	at	the	moment,	which	is	why	we	want	to	get	the	software	out	there."The	market	will	evolve	quickly,	but	hardware	is	accelerating	out	of	sight	-	in	the	future	there	will	be	no	mobile	market,	just	a	screen;	and	what	design	can	you	really	do	when	the	device	is	essentially	just	a	screen?"What	we're	seeing	in	mobile	at	the	moment	is	a	lot	of	text-
based	stuff,	and	we	want	to	enable	devices	with	more	visual	based	information.	We	want	it	not	to	be	hard	work	for	users	to	use	the	homes	screen	-	we	want	to	get	content	to	it,	and	the	best	way,	we	think,	is	to	visualise	personalised	content."Contact	lists	are	still	largely	text	based	and	we	want	to	develop	that	further	-	in	the	future	address	books	will
change	and	become	less	text-heavy	and	far	more	visual	so	we	really	want	to	be	a	part	of	that."It	seems	possible	that	INQ	may	give	up	on	hardware	creation	altogether	-	Meehan	points	out	that	the	patent	wars	circling	around	Android	have	changed	the	way	the	company	is	thinking	about	developing	handsets	on	Google's	platform.The	US	market	is	also
a	challenge	for	any	prospective	hardware	manufacturer	to	make	any	kind	of	impression	in	an	area	already	saturated	with	Android	phones	-	so	Meehan	thinks	offering	branded	software	that	can	be	used	to	enhance	a	phone	will	give	the	company	a	much	better	chance	of	recognition:"It's	fascinating	to	see	which	devices	people	are	downloading	our
software	on	-	it's	most	popular	on	Samsung	phones,	then	the	Nexus	range	and	then	HTC	handsets.""Our	next	step	is	to	make	sure	people	actually	like	the	software	-	and	our	next	release	is	coming	soon	and	will	include	a	lot	more	stuff."We're	looking	at	making	more	rapid	releases	in	software,	just	to	get	as	much	stuff	as	possible	out	there."Given	the
choppy	patent	waters	many	Android	phone	manufacturers	are	now	finding	themselves	attempting	to	navigate,	INQ	might	not	be	the	last	brand	to	think	about	evolving	to	offer	a	different	kind	of	service	to	smartphone	users.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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